
POCAHONTAS.
From n Pnlntlns by Snily.

Tn the winter of 1608 thc colony wns in great distscss from
lack of provisions. Powhatan knew of its condttion and in-
vitcd Smith to make him a visil at Werowocomoco, with thc
lcquest that Smith should build him a house. give him a

grindstone, fifty swords, some fircartns, a hen and rooster,
r.nd much bcads and copper Iu return for those Powhatan
promiscd large suppfies Ct corn. Smith was only too glad to
accept the invitation. for lu- had come to believc that thc old
chicf harl made up his mind tM ^tarvc tho colonj by withhold-
ing all supplies of corn ruitl refusmg all efforl. at any trade
for the same. Already hc had deternu'ned upon <-:;trcmc and
despcrate measures, nothlng less than the capture of Pow-
hatan himself and thc hoiding of him as a ransom for food.
lt sccms that Powhatan had been doing some thinking and
planning himself. Hc had about come to the conclusibn that
unless something was done to the Engiisbmen they would
evcntually drivc him and his people ftirther inward, aud he in
turn was planning to capture Smith; hence his s'ery gracious
invitation.

Thc weather was excecdingly cold. and Smith and his
party made slow headway in sailing. On account of stormy
wcather, they wcrc comoelled ip stop al the village of Kc-
coughtan and to spend a week. It was Christmas time. Here
they were feastcd on oysters, venison and wild fowl. We
are told, also, lhat Smith and two of liis companions amuscd
thcmsclvcs hy hunting, and killed one hundred and forty-
eight wild fowl in three sh'bts. One can imagine how these
Englishmch on Christmas eve galheret! close arpund the fire
in one of tiie mule Indian iuit*-. and how their thoughts must
have crossed .over ihe seas to their old homes and firesides in
England. Men less brave and determined, under such a spell,
would have quailed before the .dangers and unceftainties of
the journey upon which ihcy had come. The marvelous re-

sotirce of t'heir brave captain must have been mightily drawn
upon in the. effort to entertairi his brave followers and lo bring
good che'er to thc storm-houhd group far away from thc blcss-
ihgs of their English homes. Yet even at such a time, and
under such unprbpitious circumstances. the brave, good naturc
of the sttir'dy Englishmaii midoubtedly assertcd itself, and
before the evening was far spent many a shout of laughte-r
might have been heard by any cavesdropping Indian. One
Avonders if thc Christmas-tide softencd in any way their fcel-
ing towards thc Indians, aifd if, yielding to its gracious spelt,-
they took up their journey less intent upon doing violent harm
or hurt because of Ihe lonely Christmas eve thev had spent
together arouttd thc fire in thc rude cabin planted in tlie
niidst of an untamed wilderness.

Aftcn the week had expired they too!; up their iotiriicy,
and finally reached Werowocomoco on the 121I1 of January.
The ice covcred the York Rivcr from shore lo shore, leaVing
only the narrowest channel in ihe middle of the riyer. After
coming ashorc through the frozen marshlands, the English-
me'ri found shcltcr for thcmselves in the nearest cabins. Smith
sent a message to Powhatan ahnbuncing that hc was in tho
lieighhorhood, and asking that hc furnlsh them with provis¬
ions. Thc chicf answered in his usual gencrous way, sctuiirig
great quantities of bread, venison and turkeys. Thc next day
he perpctraled a piece of grim sarcasm by sending a very

politc request to know when tlicy were going to move on.
Ilc added that, if they had come for corn they would hc dis-
appointcd, becausc hc himself had no corn and that his peo¬
ple had less than hc had, but if they wanted corn very much,
hc mig-ht hc ablc.to get them a little in exchange for swords.
Smith complaincd that this ticatment was tinjttst, as hc had
come hy invitalion. Powhatan trcatcd thc matter as though
it was a great jokc, and asked thc Englishmen to procced to
show thcir goods, insisling, however, that he had np com to

exchange except for swords and guns. Smith gave him to
understand, as plainly as possiblc, that any exchange of swords
or guns was absolutcly impossiblc, and then followed a long
and skilful parlcy. Grcck nict Grcck; it was givc and take
through thc livclpng day between two smart mastcrs of diplo-
macy, each looking for thc epportunity to have thc other in
his power. Smith rcquestcd that thc savages break thc icc
fiom thc river bank so that his boat might come to the shorc
and take himself and the corn aboard. He was not feeling
ahogcther comfortablc with the bulk of his men so far rc-

moved from him, and he thought that if these men could bc
brought ashorc hc might bc able to surprisc the old chicf.
While they were waiting for thc Indians to break away thc
icc, Smith was beguiling the old chicf with a most engaging
and moving address, protesting his great devotion to the chicf,
whom hc called, with great unction, "Father"; but Powhatan
was somewhat of an orator himself, and knew quite as well
as Smith how to employ smpoth and soothing terms of en-

Hearmcnt, exchanging every time a Roland for Smith's Oli-
ver. It was soon discovercd that Powhatan was not lo be
easily foolcd. Hc suceccdc! finally in breaking away from

Captain Smith's bewitching cloquence and fled unceremoni-
ously with his women and children. It looked as though it
was with this desperate effort that he shook off the witchery
into which Smith was slowly hypnotizing him. To avoid any.
suspicion, hc took the precaution of lcaving bchind him two

or three women who were to engage Smith, holding his at-

tcntion while the Powhatan warriors stirrotinded the cabin in
which they were. Smith, to avoid capture, rushed from thc
cabin and fircd his pistol. The savages tumblcd ovcr each
other in their hastc to get safely beyond the reach of the
bullets. i

Powhatan was greatly chagrined at the failurc of this
Mrategy, and hc rcalizcd that something ought to bc done to

remove the unfavorable irnpression which thc sudden and
viotent appcarance of so many of his men must have made

upon the minds of thc Englishmen. Accordingly, hc scnt a

deputy to convey to Captain Smith the assurances of his great
affection, and ask that hc accept as tokens of his good will
thc bracelet and a string of pearls. In the meanwhile a num¬

ber of Indians brought baskcts of corn to load Smitlvs vessel
with, and, with a most amtising naivetc, offered to guard tlie

guns of the English while they loaded thc boat. Smith de¬
clared that a proccoling just tp the rcversc of that would be
more to his liking, and procceded to persuade them to lay
down their arms, which thc Englishmen gtiardcd while thc
Indians with celcrity carried ihe corn aboard, having lost, at

thc sight of thcir loaded and lighted guns in the hands of thc
Englishmen, whalcver valorous intention they may have har-
bored.

On account of thc low tide Smith and his companions were

obliged to rcmain ovcr night at Wcrowocomoco. They ac¬

cordingly returned to the cabins in which they had been cpiar-
Urcd. The savages rcmained with them until nightfall, en-

tcrtaining them with many merry savage sports.
In the meantimc Powhatan was calling together his forccs

and agitating the dcslruclion of his guests. The Englishmcn
were alone in the India'i cabin." Suddenly Pocahontas, whom
Smith described as "Powhatan's dearest jcwel and daughter,"
appeared in ihe cabin before thc Englishmen. She had come

through the dark and cold night unattended from her fathcr's
cabin. She told the English that Powhatan had provided a

great feast for their supper, and that hc conspired to come

suddenly upon them prcoccupied with thcir supper and with
thcir own weapons destroy them. She therefore earnestly,
adviscd that, if they carcd for thcir lives, they -would be gonc
immediately. Captain Smith;. grateful for this brave and
timely warning, presscd some gifts upon thc Indian princcss,
things that the childish benrt must have greatly delighted in;
but she said, with tears :n her eyes, "I dare not to bc seen to

have any, for if Ppwhalan should know it I am but dead," and
she ran away into the woods and disappearcd out of sight.
It turned out surcly enough as she had spoken. The savages
came bringing great platters of things to cat. They begged
the Englishmen lo put out the matches lo their guns, as the
smoke made them very sick, and to sit down and cat their
supper. Captain Smith madcthc Indians to eat first of every
dish, and then scnt them back to Powhatan, telting him to
make hastc, for he was awaiting his arrival. Thrpugh the
night there was constant coming and going* of messcngers
back and forth from thc chicf, and though to every appcarance
*jbey were on friendly tcrms,': they were exceedingly careful
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